
 

 
 

Tel: 01472 812196  ATM 

 
SPAR SHOP TETNEY 

 
THERE FOR YOU   ‐   7 DAYS A WEEK 

 
MONDAY  TO   SUNDAY  6 . 0 0  AM  T I L L  10  PM                      

Rowlands Upholstery 
 

Re-Upholstery Specialists 
Sofas - Chairs - Stools and 

more.... 
 

Free Home Visit & Quotations 
01472 230332 

 
www.rowlandsupholstery.co.uk 

 
ESTABLISHED 65 YEARS 

smart finish 
 

Vehicle Paint Specialist 
Bumper Scuffs 

Alloy Wheel Refurbs Scratch-
es Repaired 

 

01472 828797 
07979 523 641 

Free quotes 
 

15 years experience 
 

A & G AUTO REPAIRS 

Your local  Garage 
SERVICES AND REPAIRS MOTs ONLY £35 

FREE LOCAL COLLECTIONS  AIRCONDITIONING 
 

HAWTHORNE AVENUE 
(BEHIND TOLL BAR MOTORS) 

NEW WALTHAM, GRIMSBY 
DN36 4PT 

 

TELEPHONE 01472  825900 

 HOLTON NEWS 


MERC Christmas Fayre   
Saturday 9th December   

 

See News for more details 


 
 

Happy Christmas  
To all our Readers 

 
 

    DECEM
BER  2017 

Holton le Clay Village Hall 
`The Hornets Nest` 

Pinfold Lane, Holton le Clay, Lincolnshire, DN36 5AP 
Reg. Charity No. 1139650 

www.holtonleclayvillagehall.co.uk 
 

Available for a Variety of Classes and Private Functions 

To Book The Hall Contact Maureen 07568 197 914 
To View The Hall Contact Eddie 07711 511 559  

or Helen 07707 550 518  



SSTT  PPEETTEERR’’SS  CCHHUURRCCHH  
TThhee  MMiissssiioonn  ooff  SStt  PPeetteerr’’ss  CChhuurrcchh  CCoommmmuunniittyy  aatt  HHoollttoonn--llee--CCllaayy  

WWee  aarree  aa  wwoorrsshhiippppiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  iinncclluuddiinngg  aallll  iinn  GGoodd’’ss  lloovvee  
WWee  aaiimm  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  JJeessuuss’’  GGoooodd  NNeewwss  ttoo  aallll  tthhoossee  wwee  eennccoouunntteerr  
WWee  aaiimm  ttoo  nnuurrttuurree  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  hheellpp  aallll  ttoo  eexxppeerriieennccee  GGoodd’’ss  jjooyyffuull  aanndd  vviibbrraanntt  lliiffee..  

OOUURR  TTEEAAMM  
RReevv’’dd  CChhrriiss  WWooaaddddeenn  
TThhee  VViiccaarraaggee  CChhuurrcchh  WWaallkk  
HHoollttoonn  llee  CCllaayy  DDNN3366  55AANN  
TTeell::  882244008822  
rreevvwwooaaddddeenn@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm  

RReevv’’dd  JJeennnnyy  WWeesstt  
1111  BBeellmmoonntt  
HHoollttoonn  llee  CCllaayy  DDNN3366  55HHQQ  
TTeell::  445533002299  
rreevvjjeennnnyywweesstt@@oouuttllooookk..ccoomm  

AAUUTTHHOORRIISSEEDD  LLAAYY  MMIINNIISSTTEERR  
AAnnnn  WWooaaddddeenn        TThhee  VViiccaarraaggee  CChhuurrcchh  WWaallkk  HHoollttoonn  llee  CCllaayy  DDNN3366  55AANN  
TTeell::  882244008822              wwooaaddddeenn..aall@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm  

LLAAYY  RREEAADDEERRSS  
MMrr  KKeevviinn  OOnnnn  
2244  SSttaalllliinnggbboorroouugghh  RRooaadd  
HHeeaalliinngg  DDNN4411  77QQLL        TTeell::  888833447788  
kkeevviinn..oonnnn@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm  

MMrr  JJoohhnn  WWeesstt  
1111  BBeellmmoonntt  
HHoollttoonn  llee  CCllaayy    DDNN3366  55HHQQ  
TTeell::  445533002299  

CCHHUURRCCHHWWAARRDDEENNSS  
MMRRSS  MMAARRGGAARREETT  WWIILLKKIINNSSOONN  
1100  MMoouunntt  PPlleeaassaanntt,,  HHoollttoonn--llee--CCllaayy..  
DDNN3366  55EEDD              TTeell::    0011447722  559900889966
    

MMRRSS  SSUUEE  MMEERRRRIIMMAANN,  
25, Ashby Close, Holton le Clay   
TTeell::    0077775599  551188  005533  

PPAARRIISSHH  OOFFFFIICCEE::  MMoonnddaayyss  ffrroomm  77--77..3300  iinn  tthhee  VVeessttrryy  iinn  CChhuurrcchh  ((PPlleeaassee  
nnoott  bbeeffoorree  77ppmm  ttoo  ssaaffeegguuaarrdd  cchhiillddrreenn  aatt  MMeessssyy  
cchhuurrcchh))..    AArrrraannggeemmeennttss  ffoorr  WWeeddddiinnggss  oorr  BBaappttiissmmss..  

**PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  nnoo  PPaarriisshh  OOffffiiccee  oonn  1199tthh,,  2266tthh  DDeecceemmbbeerr..  
  

HHOOLLTTOONN  NNEEWWSS::  IItteemmss  ooff  nneewwss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  sseenntt  ttoo::  
  MMRRSS..  JJEENNNNYY  TTUURRNNEERR  aatt::      jjeennnnyytt6633@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoo..uukk    
  OOrr::      1100    EEddiinnbbuurrgghh  DDrriivvee,,  HHoollttoonn--llee--CCllaayy,,  DDNN3366  55DDFF    

0011447722  882244006633            bbyy  tthhee  2200tthh  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh..  
AADDVVEERRTTIISSIINNGG::    CCoonnttaacctt  CCaarrooll  WWooooddccoocckk  ((ssmmaallll  aaddss))  559999881188  
      EEvveellyynn  WWiillssoonn  ((llaarrggee  aaddss))  882233889911  
ACCIDENT/EMERGENCY The address of St. Peter's Church for the purposes 
   of location is DN36 5AN  
        1122  

  

TThhoouugghhtt  ffoorr  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22001177  
SSiilleenntt  NNiigghhtt!!  

Now the Christmas season is in full flow we might like 
to consider what all the fuss is about, with shops full 
of lights, fake snow, tinsel, Santas, reindeer and a 
myriad gift items jostling to part us from our cash. Not 
only are our eyes dazzled but also our ears are filled 
with a cacophony of sleigh bells, choirs and ‘I wish it 
could be Christmas every day.’ We are being sold a 
fantasy that doesn’t exist and a sort of Dickensian 
Christmas gone mad. 
 
Much as I understand the need for high street shops 
under pressure to do their best to survive, the 
madness that overtakes to buy lots of stuff that we 
don’t want or need or that will be thrown away hardly 
used or untouched, going into landfill, when we are as 
a society already heavily indebted is frightening. 
 
Christmas is a feast when we can treat ourselves a 
little and give gifts, and that is good but surely the 
best gift of all are those things that we cannot buy, of 
love, respect, our families, our time, recognizing our 
blessings, and the precious time we share together. 
 
Whilst we do not actually know when Jesus was born, 
we have celebrated his birth for millennia at this time 
of year, to bring a sense of light and peace in a time of 
darkness but also to temper the excess that can 
overtake us otherwise. So I wish you a blessed and 
peaceful Christmas. 
 With blessings, Rev’d Chris Woadden. 
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DECEMBER  2017  DIARY 
 

Sat 2nd   Pop In  
 Church Extension   10.00-12 noon   

 
Sun 3rd    Advent  1 
  9.30 am  Holy Communion 
  Advent Tea in Church 5pm 
Tues  5th    Afternoon Tea in the Village Hall   
  2-4pm 
 
Sun 10th   Advent  2 
  9.30 am  Service of the Word 
Mon 11th  Messy Church Nativity  6-7.30pm   

Everybody welcome 
 
Sun 17th Advent  3 
  9.30 am  Holy Communion 
  5.30pm  Café Church  at Holton House.   
 
Sun 24th     CHRISTMAS EVE        
  9.30 am  Service of the Word 
  6.30pm Christmas Carol service 
  10.00  Holy Communion 
 
Mon 25th CHRISTMAS DAY  
  10.00 Holy Communion  
 
Sun 31st  10.00 Joint Service at Tetney  
    2 

 
SMALL ADS 
Curtain making Curtains, roman 
blinds, cushions, pelmets,and 
curtain alterations, Your fabric or 
mine, Marilyn Barton  816389.. 
 
Southview Joinery.  Building 
Contractors.  Make use of your 
loft space.  The dormer bedroom 
specialist.  Call us now for a 
FREE estimate.  P. Lovelock Tel 
Mobile 07977 019 966 
 
P. J. W. Fab & Eng Ltd. Mini 
digger with licensed driver for 
hire.  Tel  01472  823638  
Mob 07838 194 714 
 
Weightwatchers meeting 
every Friday at the Community 
Centre at 10am, please contact 
Anna on 07706458185 for more 
information, a warm welcome 
awaits you.  
 
Jettaway Drive Clean for quality 
cleaning. Patios, decking, block 
paving incl weed killing and re-
sanding. Contact Chris on 01472 
803304 
 
Mobile hairdresser. All aspects 
of hairdressing, 10 yrs experience 
Tel 07979 526 050  
 
Grass cutting, Hedge trimming, 
Rotovating, Strimming and 
general garden maintenance. 
Contact Ted on 07804 
306422.Contact Ted Johnson. 
07804 306422.  
 
Edwina’s Clothing alterations, 
repairs etc Ring 827570 
 

 
Julie Hall MAFHP Foot Care 
Practitioner. Treatment 
solutions for all aspects of foot 
health in the comfort of your 
home.  Corns, callus, nail 
cutting etc please call 07968 
286  968 / 01472 870 755 
 
Gardening services Lawns 
and hedges cut, drives power 
washed. Reasonable prices. 
Patrick Mulligan   
01472 232 404 
 
Lizanne home and mobile 
hairdresser welcomes new 
and existing customers. Tel 
01472 591356 / 07847 826 
909 
 
WMD Joinery Services Over 
30 yrs exp. No job too small. 
All joinery/building work 
undertaken. 
Tel 07877 634413 or 01472 
822600 for free quotes and 
quality work at reasonable 
prices. 
 
Pattison Mechanical  -  
Tel: 07496136025 
 For all your Gas, Heating and 
Plumbing needs. 
Boiler services, Installs, 
maintenance. 
Gas Safe Registered. 
 
Senior Citizens Home 
Hairdressing Service  01472 
591640 

 
 

11 

 
Roy Street DIY for all your DIY 
needs.  Free quotation. No job too 
small. Tel  01472 590805 Mob 
07811 873 331 
 
All makes of cars serviced and 
repaired. Specialist in 
Volkswagen, Audi, Skoda, Seat. 
Servicing, brakes, tyres, MOTs. 
Courtesy car/ door to door 
collection. Lincs VWA, Station 
Road Tetney. Will Toyne 01472 
812130 
 
Debra Lovesey Foot Health 
Professional.   Full range of foot 
treatments available, Home visits 
by appointment   01472 388526 
 
Private Tuition, experienced 
teacher – clarinet, piano, maths & 
English. Hannah Lucas 07517 
595671  
 
Mark Long Painter and 
Decorator Interior/exterior Free 
estimates Tel 826029 
 
LAURA'S IRONING SERVICE 
Domestic Ironing, Professional Honest 
and Reliable. Competitive hourly rates 
07725784221 

Brookdale Tree Surgery 
Fully trained.  All tree work. Free 
Quotation Call 01472 507584/ 
07880 715164 
 

 



WHAT, WHEN, WHERE 
UNIFORMED 
ORGANISATIONS  
 
Rainbows: Girls 5-7 Tues 6-7pm 
Community Centre  £2.00 
 
Brownies:Girls 7-10 Tues 5.30-7pm 
Community Centre £2.00 
 
Guides: Girls 10 + Tues 7pm 
Community Centre 
For Further Information or to 
register your Daughter 
please visit: www.girlguiding.co.uk 
 
NURSERY/PLAY SCHOOLS 
 
LITTLE MONKEYS 
(Parent & Toddler Group) 0-pre-
school. £1 per family, Thursdays 
during term time. 9.30-11.30am. 
Juice & biscuits,coffee/tea and 
craft activities included in price. 
Holton le Clay Sure Start Children's 
Centre, next to the Junior School, 
Picksley Crescent, HLC. Call Kate 
07785 583465 for further details. 
 
RAINBOW CORNER   
DAY NURSERY & KIDS CLUB.  
26 Pinfold Lane.  
To register a child or for more 
information ring  
599009 (Nursery) or  826162 (Kids 
Club). Out of  hours 822199 
 
HOLTON LE CLAY PRE-SCHOOL 
GROUP (Under 5’s) Please contact 
us on 07963148326 for  
further information or  
to register your child 
 
MESSY CHURCH 
All-age family fun in St Peter’s 
Monday 6 – 7.30 £1 
Contact Carol Woodcock 599818 
 

VILLAGE GROUPS 
 
TAI CHI  Mon and Thurs 10-11;  
Wed  7.30-8.30pm  all in the New 
Village Hall.  £4  per session 
Tel Ann Lee 01472 329951 
 
YOGA 
Each Tuesday 10am-11:30am 
Intermediate class Mon 1-2.30 
Village Hall. All welcome. £7 per 
class. Contact Rama for more info  
07881 455  644  email: 
yoga@selfaware.com 
 
HOLTON LE CLAY 
TWINNING. Interested 
in visiting and receiving 
a French family once a year? 
Monthy social meetings. 
Contact Jeff or Ros on 01472 
827903   
 
HOLTON LADIES’ GROUP  
Meet in Village Hall 7.30 pm Thurs 
monthly. Pam James 878922 
 
KNIT AND NATTER GROUP meets 
in the Church Extension every 
Monday from 2-4pm.All welcome. 
 
H.C.C.A. Bookings 2015 
Please contact The office on  
827707 Mondays between 6.30-
9pm and  Wed’sdays 6.45-9.15pm 
 
 
HOLTON LE CLAY WHIST PLAYERS. 
Community Centre 7.30pm 
Wednesdays. All welcome 
Adm. £1 incl.refreshments 
 
 
‘SLIM AND SHAPE UP’ 
Weight Management 
and Fitness Options 4U 
Local good fun classes 
Tel  Mary 825193 
 
 
 

HOLTON LADIEP10 

 
HLC CAMERA CLUB meets 1st 
Tuesday of the month 7.15pm at  
Village Hall, Pinfold Lane. Contact 
01472 882680 if interested. 
 
Mobile Butcher’s Shop 
10.00 – 3.00pm outside 
Louth Rd Shops 
Every Wednesday and Friday 
LINCOLNSHIRE MEAT  
From Fairfield Farm 
 
HOLTON LE CLAY PARISH 
COUNCIL.  
Parish Clerk: Emma Harris 
opening Hours MON, WED , 
FRI  10.00am-12 noon 
TUE THUR 12.30-2.00pm 
 
NORTH THORESBY PRACTICE. 
Tel. Numbers: 
N. Th:     01472 840202  
HLC :      01472 828546 
Distr. Nse :  01507   631386 
Hlth.Vis.      01507 608342 
 
Louth Rural Policing Team 
PC Rich Precious:  07973 847303 
PCSO Justin Mekkaoui: 
07939 312881 
Alternatively you can email the 
team on: 
louthrural.npt@lincs.pnn.police.uk 
Follow us on Twitter: 
@LouthPolice 
In an emergency always call 999 – 
for non-emergency please call 101 
 
Age UK Lindsey offers a home 
support service provided by fully 
insured, caring staff. For further 
information please phone 01507 
524798. 
 
 

DECEMBER  NEWS 
 
Happy Christmas to all our readers!   
 
POP IN  There will be a Pop In, on Saturday December 
2nd    10a.m - 12noon.  Entry fee 50p, including tea/coffee and 
biscuits.  Tombola and Bring and Buy stalls.  Please support us 
and enjoy a couple of hours of friendly chat. Margaret,  590896 
 
AFTERNOON TEA  
Afternoon Tea will be on Tuesday 5th December from 2 pm 
until 4 pm at the Village Hall, Holton le Clay.  A busy 
afternoon is anticipated with lots of tea, coffee, scones, cakes 
and lots of friendly chatter.  Last year at the December Afternoon Tea we 
had a visit from a gentleman in red who had come all the way from the 
North Pole.  He got such a warm welcome that he will try to be present this 
year again.  Roll up to see Santa! 
 
MERC Christmas Fayre - Saturday 9th December from 12 noon until 4 pm 
at the Village Hall, Pinfold Lane, Holton le Clay.  Lots of fun for all the 
family with entertainment, stalls, lots of food and drink and, of course, 
Santa will be there with presents for the kids and he will want to hear all 
the things they have on their Christmas lists.   
 
HOLTON LADIES GROUP   
Holton Ladies Group are holding their Christmas Party at the next meeting  
on Thursday 14th December at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Entertainment 
will be kindly provided by St Peter’s Church Choir. 
 
ST PETERS CHURCH ADVENT FAYRE 
Thank you very much to everyone who helped and supported us at our 
Advent Fayre on 18th November, and also for the many generous 
donations.  We raised just over £1000.00, which will go towards the cost of 
maintaining our Church and services.  Thank you once again, Pat M.  
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Thank you 
Many thanks to all who helped and supported our Pop - in on the 4th 
November.  We are happy to say that £150. 00 was given to DOORSTEP along 
with some bags of food, warm coats, sleeping - bags and a blanket. These were 
taken to Harbour Place who will give them to less fortunate people who are greatly 
in need.  We are so happy with the outcome of our Coffee Morning , so "Thank 
you"  to all who contributed, Sue, Margaret and our Wonderful team!!! 
 

Café Church 
The next café church will be held on Sunday 17th December. 
 

Do you have a loved one who is paying for their care? 
NHS Continuing Healthcare is an entitlement, irrespective of capital or  
income, and is based purely on the individual’s needs whether they reside at  
home or in a care home.  For expert advice call 01754 800551 or click   
www.care-necessities.co.uk.  They can: 
• Advise on potential entitlement  to NHS or local authority funding• 
• Support with hospital discharge meetings • 
• Attend assessments and appeals • 
• Challenge retrospective funding • 
• Assist with annual funding reviews • 
Care Necessities are fully independent advisers and can guide and assist you through the  
whole process.  They will provide an initial telephone consultation free of charge. 
Care Necessities Ltd 35 Algitha Road, Skegness, Lincolnshire. PE25 2AJ 

 
HOLTON NEWS IS 45 YEARS OLD! 
For most of this time, a free magazine has been delivered to 
every home in the village, keeping you informed of forthcoming 
events, organisations and local businesses and services.  Early 
copies of the magazine contained advertisements that were 
handwritten, or laboriously produced using Letraset – who 
remembers that now!  In the past magazines have also been 

typed on to a ‘skin’ (errors corrected by painting over with a pink substance 
resembling nail polish) and then the skin would be fastened to a drum so that the 
pages could be printed – one page each time the drum was rotated by hand.  We 
now produce over 1720 copies each month, collated and stapled by a loyal, 
hardworking team.  Thank you to everyone who helps produce, collate and 
deliver the magazine, and I would love to hear any memories of the magazine 
from before my time – Please talk to me or email  jennyt63@hotmail.co.uk   
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Clerk to the Parish Council – Emma Harris. Tel: 01472 
234566. Email: HLC.PC@btconnect.com  
 
Office Opening Hours: 
 
Mon, Wednesday and Friday 10am – 12pm 
Tuesday and Thursday 12.30pm – 2pm 
 
Christmas Opening 
The clerks office will be closed from 25th December 2017 
and will re-open on Wednesday 3rd January 2018. 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK at 
www.facebook.com/holtonleclayparishcouncil 
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Need some Friendly Financial Advice? 
For ALL Aspects of your Finances 

Including INVESTMENTS, PENSIONS & PROTECTION 
Both BUSINESS & PERSONAL 

LOUISE PHIPPS 
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER 

Hanson Wealth Management 
Please call for a confidential review of your situation 

07796 447 527    0191 495 2254 
www.hansonwealth.co.uk/lphipps 

http://www.care-necessities.co.uk/
mailto:jennyt63@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:HLC.PC@btconnect.com
http://www.facebook.com/holtonleclayparishcouncil
http://www.hansonwealth.co/


COUNCIL NEWS - PARISH COUNCIL 

WEBSITE:  http://parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/HoltonleClay 
TEL: 01472 234566 EMAIL HLC.PC@BTCONNECT.COM 
 

 
The Parish Council Would Like To Wish Everyone A 

Very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 
 
Defibrillator 
There is a community defibrillator on the front of the village 
hall and the parish council is looking for a suitable location 
to position a second defibrillator. 
 
Budget/Precept 
Following a recent finance meeting the parish council has 
decided to keep the precept at the same level for another 
year. 
 
NEXT MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL: 
Monday 18th December 2017 7pm 
Monday 15th January 2018 7pm 
 
Vacancies 
There are 4 vacancies on the Parish Council. If you would 
like to volunteer for this role please put your application in 
writing to the clerk. 
 
Parish Gardens 
A new noticeboard has been installed at the Parish Gardens. 
 
Block Crete 
In order to help combat the ever increasing problem of 
vehicles churning up the grass verges in the village, an area 
of block crete will be installed in December. Picksley 
Crescent is being done this year and if it is successful other 
areas of the village will be considered in the future. 
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HERE AND THERE 
 
MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE 
Please note changes to dates and times of visits  
 

Stop Arrive  Depart  Date Day 
Peppercorn Walk  11.30  12.30  

Dec 
6, 22 

Wed 
Pinfold Lane (Co-op) 12.45 13.30  Wed 

Wold View  14.00  14.30  Wed 
Louth Road  14.45  15.45  Wed 

Why not try the mobile library, and support this great, friendly service! 
Date Sidespersons Reader 

Dec  3 Sue Merriman  /  Kathleen Dennis Jenny Turner 
10 Ann Woadden / Pauline Hall Sue Merriman 
17 Joyce Pattison / Paula Hogg Evelyn Wilson 
24 Joyce Pattison / Paula Hogg Kathleen Dennis 
31 Linda Walker / Carol / Carol Woodcock Joint at Tetney 

 
Altar Flowers  

Dec  3 ADVENT Thanks to those who  donate to 
our flower fund.  If you would be 
interested in joining our flower 
arrangers, please contact Sue 
07759 518053 

10 ADVENT 
17 ADVENT 
24 CHRISTMAS 
31 P James 

r flowes received with thanks from J Cooper and M Wilkinson 
Holton Le Clay Parochial Church Council 
Preliminary Income & Expenditure Summary 
October 2017 
 

 Income Expenditure 
Year to date on last report £21,548.46 -£20,321.07 

Adjustments £39.46  
Year to date at 30th September £21,587.92 -£20,321.07 

   
Income & expenditure October £1,646.73 -£1,897.62 

Year to date at 31st October £23,234.65 -£22,218.69 
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LOUTH PLAYGOERS RIVERHEAD THEATRE   
 
DECEMBER 
2nd          Lest We Forget – a play centered on the human cost of 

WW1 by James Beagan.  Performed by the Riverhead Youth 
Theatre at 1.00 & 6.00 pm. 

 
5th – 9th   Goodnight Mr Tom by David Wood from the novel by 

Michelle Magorian and performed by Louth Playgoers. 
                      A matinee performance on 9th Dec at 2.30pm 
 
14th              Santa’s Little Helper presented by Blunderbus Theatreat 

6.00 pm 
 
JANUARY 
12th – 20th   Snow White & the Seven Dwarfs – a traditional panto 

written by John Hewer & Jeremy Smith & performed by 
Louth Playgoers 

 
Box Office 01507 600350 
www.louthplaygoers.co.uk   Now booking online   
  
 

 GOOD  NEWS  FOR  ALL  PEOPLE 
‘Why was the birth of one baby boy in Palestine 
nearly two thousand years ago “Good News ....for all 

the people”?  Of course, we are all going to have a holiday, eat 
lots of food and swop presents, but that is the celebration of the 
news, not the Good News itself.  What effect has that birth had 
on the world that makes it Good News for everyone? 
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 More than eighteen hundred years after the birth, Florence Nightingale 
went to nurse soldiers wounded in the Crimean War.  She went because 
she was a follower of Jesus and believed she had heard the voice of God 
telling her she had a mission in life.  Florence Nightingale totally 
revolutionised nursing. Every one of us who has been in hospital has 
benefited from the tradition she started.  That is good news for all people. 
Two years after he became a follower of Jesus, William Wilberforce helped 
found the Anti – Slavery Society.  It took forty – eight years of prayer and 
hard work in Parliament before the Slavery Abolition Act was passed in 
1825 - just one month after Wilberforce had died.  The end of British 
involvement in slavery was good news for countless people all over the 
world. 
In the 1950s the  Rev Dr Martin Luther King took up the fight against 
segregation, the separating of people according to the colour of their skin. 
As a follower of Jesus, he declared that segregation “is a blasphemy against 
everything that the Christian religion stands for.” By the time he was 
assassinated in 1968, his voice had been heard around the world.  That 
was good news for all people. 
Whenever a follower of Jesus stands up for the things Jesus stood for -  for 
justice, for truth, for freedom , for care of the poor and needy, for love and 
forgiveness – that is good news for everyone.  Whenever a follower of 
Jesus stands against the things Jesus stood against, hypocrisy, greed, 
selfishness, evil of all kinds – that, too, is good news for everyone. Many 
famous names and countless unknown men and women have changed the 
world for the better because they were followers of the man who was 
born in a stable two thousand years ago.  Wasn’t the angel right when he 
said that the birth of Jesus was ‘Good News for all people”?    Luke Chapter 
2 vs 8 - 11 

 
 

  
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersChurchHoltonLeClay 
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