
 

Holton le Clay Village Hall 
`The Hornets Nest` 

Pinfold Lane, Holton le Clay, Lincolnshire, DN36 5AP 
Reg. Charity No. 1139650 

www.holtonleclayvillagehall.co.uk 
 

Available for a Variety of Classes and Private Functions 

To Book The Hall Contact Maureen 07568 197 914 
To View The Hall Contact Eddie 07711 511 559  

or Helen 07707 550 518  

Rowlands Upholstery 
 

Re-Upholstery Specialists 
Sofas - Chairs - Stools and 

more.... 
 

Free Home Visit & Quotations 
01472 230332 

 
www.rowlandsupholstery.co.uk 

 
ESTABLISHED 65 YEARS 

smart finish 
 

Vehicle Paint Specialist 
Bumper Scuffs 

Alloy Wheel Refurbs Scratch-
es Repaired 

 

01472 828797 
07979 523 641 

Free quotes 
 

15 years experience 
 

A & G AUTO REPAIRS 

Your local  Garage 
SERVICES AND REPAIRS MOTs ONLY £35 

FREE LOCAL COLLECTIONS  AIRCONDITIONING 
 

HAWTHORNE AVENUE 
(BEHIND TOLL BAR MOTORS) 

NEW WALTHAM, GRIMSBY 
DN36 4PT 

 

TELEPHONE 01472  825900 

 HOLTON NEWS 
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SPAR SHOP TETNEY 
THERE FOR YOU   ‐   7 DAYS A WEEK 

M O N D A Y  T O  S U N D A Y  6 . 0 0  A M  T I L L  1 0  P M            

 

Tel: 01472 812196 



SSTT  PPEETTEERR’’SS  CCHHUURRCCHH  
TThhee  MMiissssiioonn  ooff  SStt  PPeetteerr’’ss  CChhuurrcchh  CCoommmmuunniittyy  aatt  HHoollttoonn--llee--CCllaayy  

WWee  aarree  aa  wwoorrsshhiippppiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  iinncclluuddiinngg  aallll  iinn  GGoodd’’ss  lloovvee  
WWee  aaiimm  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  JJeessuuss’’  GGoooodd  NNeewwss  ttoo  aallll  tthhoossee  wwee  eennccoouunntteerr  
WWee  aaiimm  ttoo  nnuurrttuurree  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  hheellpp  aallll  ttoo  eexxppeerriieennccee  GGoodd’’ss  jjooyyffuull  aanndd  vviibbrraanntt  lliiffee..  

  
VVIICCAARR::      RREEVV..  CCHHRRIISSTTOOPPHHEERR  WWOOAADDDDEENN,,  
      TThhee  vviiccaarraaggee,,  CChhuurrcchh  WWaallkk,,  
      HHoollttoonn--llee--CCllaayy  
      TTeell..  0011447722  882244008822  
  
CCHHUURRCCHHWWAARRDDEENNSS::  MMRRSS..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  WWIILLKKIINNSSOONN  
      1100  MMoouunntt  PPlleeaassaanntt,,  HHoollttoonn--llee--CCllaayy..  
      TTeell  0011447722  559900889966  DDNN3366  55EEDD  
      MMRRSS..  SSUUEE  MMEERRRRIIMMAANN,  

25, Ashby Close, Holton le Clay   
TTeell  0011447722  559911553399  

  
OOUURR  WWOORRSSHHIIPP::    11sstt  SSuunnddaayy::      99..3300  AAllll  aaggee  sseerrvviiccee  
      FFoolllloowwiinngg  SSuunnddaayyss::    99..3300  aamm  
      WWeeddnneessddaayyss::    1100..3300  aamm  HHoollyy  CCoommmmuunniioonn  
      ((ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  aavvaaiillaabbiilliittyy  ooff  cclleerrggyy))  
  
VVEESSTTRRYY  HHOOUURRSS::  MMoonnddaayyss  ffrroomm  77--77..3300  iinn  tthhee  VVeessttrryy  iinn  CChhuurrcchh..    

AArrrraannggeemmeennttss  ffoorr  PPuubblliiccaattiioonn  ooff  BBaannnnss  oorr  BBaappttiissmmss  
ccaann  bbee  mmaaddee  bbyy  mmeeeettiinngg  eeiitthheerr  tthhee  VViiccaarr,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  
CChhuurrcchhwwaarrddeennss  oorr  tthhee  PPaarriisshh  SSeeccrreettaarryy..  

  PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  aa  VVeessttrryy  OOffffiiccee  oonn  
tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ddaatteess::      33rrdd  AAuugguusstt,,  3311SSTT  AAuugguusstt    

  
HHOOLLTTOONN  NNEEWWSS::  IItteemmss  ooff  nneewwss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  sseenntt  ttoo::  
  MMRRSS..  JJEENNNNYY  TTUURRNNEERR  aatt::      jjeennnnyytt6633@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoo..uukk    
  OOrr::      1100    EEddiinnbbuurrgghh  DDrriivvee,,  HHoollttoonn--llee--CCllaayy,,  DDNN3366  55DDFF    

bbyy  tthhee  2200tthh  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh..  
  
AADDVVEERRTTIISSIINNGG::    CCoonnttaacctt  CCaarrooll  WWooooddccoocckk  ((ssmmaallll  aaddss))  559999881188  
      EEvveellyynn  WWiillssoonn  ((llaarrggee  aaddss))  882233889911  

1122  

TThhoouugghhtt  ffoorr  AAuugguusstt  22001155  
HHuummaann  RRiitteess??  

We have just celebrated the Magna Carta and how it began 
our Law and Justice System of today. It is why we don’t 
have a Bill of Rights as it is superfluous in our democracy. 
Our democracy is 800 years old and it is still ongoing, 
developing and adapting to our society and culture. Some 
of our laws still on the statute books are archaic and 
unenforceable like compulsory longbow practice on a 
Sunday for all adult males. Other laws like our drugs or 
immigration laws are hopelessly inadequate and struggle 
to keep up with the fast changing situation we are in. But 
even these are better than no law at all. 
 
The premise that no one is above the law, created by 
disaffected Barons defended their power against a 
capricious King. He only agreed in order to buy time to 
topple them. The Barons were not concerned about those 
under them and would do just as the King was trying to do 
to them. Thankfully the idea took hold and whilst not 
perfect, gives us all rights against those who hold power. 
This is why the abuse of the law is such a terrible thing.  
 
Things don’t change much. We still need to be protected 
against the powerful or corrupt. Big business and 
Governments use power to influence the law for their own 
ends and keep hold onto that power but the law still 
allows us David’s to challenge them and win. Jesus said 
“Kings laud it over their subjects but it is not so with you.” 
Luke 22vs25ff 
 With blessings, Rev’d Chris Woadden. 
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HOLTON AUGUST  DIARY 

 
 
TUES 4th   Afternoon Tea in Village Hall 2 – 4pm 
 
 
SUN 5th  Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Morning Service  
Mon 6th 7.30pm PCC meeting   
   
SUN 12th 2nd Sunday after Trinity  

9.30am Holy Communion 
Thur 16 7.30pm Rev’d Julie Donn’s Institution at Immingham.
  
SUN 19th  3rd Sunday after Trinity  

9.30am Morning Service  
 
SUN 25th  4th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Morning Service  
   
 
Weddings 
23rd May     Guy Moore & Felicity Tuxworth 
13th June     Dale Preston & Emma Smith 
   
 
RIP   
12th July      Pauline Edwards 
                    Heather Angeline Peart 
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SMALL ADS 
Curtain making Curtains, roman 
blinds, cushions, pelmets,and 
curtain alterations, Your fabric or 
mine, Marilyn Barton  816389.. 
Southview Joinery.  Building 
Contractors.  Make use of your 
loft space.  The dormer bedroom 
specialist.  Call us now for a 
FREE estimate.  P. Lovelock Tel 
Mobile 07977 019 966 
Raquet stringing Tennis, 
Squash, Badminton.  Ring Chris 
on 01472 597140 
P. J. W. Fab & Eng Ltd. Mini 
digger with licensed driver for 
hire.  Tel  01472  823638  
Mob 07838 194 714 
Senior Citizens Home Hair- 
dressing Service. 01472  591640  
Grahams Handyman Services 
No job too small.  All types of 
work undertaken.  Wressell, 38 
Holton Mount Tel 827611 or 
07712 290528 
Larry Bignell Chartered 
Financial Planner for all your 
financial needs. 01472 329479 
Edwina’s Clothing alterations, 
repairs etc Ring 827570 
Chartered Accountant – over 25 
yrs exp. Small business specialist 
including limited companies.  
John Pulford & Co Ltd, 21 
Picksley Cres  Tel 826630 email  
John.pulford@ntlworld.com 
Mobile hairdresser. All aspects 
of hairdressing, 10 yrs experience 
Tel 07979 526 050  
Mark Long Painter and 
Decorator Interior/exterior Free 
estimates Tel 826029 
TEA SHOP & TAKE OUT at 
THE BAKE HOUSE, Peaks Lane 
New Waltham. FABULOUS CAKES! 
& FILLED ROLLS TEL: 07786304907 
 

 
J Byatt – Local Joiner. For all 
your joinery needs.  No jobs 
too big or small.  Free quotes. 
Tel 232697 or  07734 729642 
Julie Hall MAFHP Foot Care 
Practitioner. Treatment 
solutions for all aspects of foot 
health in the comfort of your 
home.  Corns, callus, 
verrucae, nail cutting etc 
please call 07968 286  968 / 
01472 870 755 
Church Lane Cattery, a 
holiday home for your feline 
friend. Heated, with 
outdoor pens, Tel:321912 or 
visit 
 www.churchlanecattery.co.uk. 
Gardening services Lawns 
and hedges cut, drives power 
washed. Reasonable prices. 
Patrick Mulligan   
01472 232 404 
Wedding photography by 
experienced photographer.  
Quality at affordable prices.  
All areas.  Also available for 
parties, Christenings, 
birthdays, portfolios.  Call 
David 01507 602012 
anytime. 
Lizanne home and mobile 
hairdresser welcomes new 
and existing customers. Tel 
01472 591356 / 07847 826 
909 
Brookdale Tree Surgery 
Fully trained.  All tree work. 
Free Quotation Call 01472 
507584/ 07880 715164 
 
Debra Lovesey Foot Health 
Professional.   Full range of 
foot treatments available, 
Home visits by 
appointment   01472 388526. 
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Mistabit Lady Painter and 
Decorator.  Call for free quote.  
Special rates for OAPs 07711 
 523 028  
Mistabit2010@hotmail.co.uk 
Humber Heating Services 
Plumbing, heating installation 
service and repair. Gas safe 
reg’d.  Call 01472 429 500 
Roy Street DIY for all your DIY 
needs.  Free quotation. No job too 
small. Tel  01472 590805 Mob 
07811 873 331 
Clive the Skyman for all your 
Sky, TV, Aerial and digital 
requirements.  All work 
guaranteed.  Free quotations.  
Call 07973 186 455 
Jettaway Drive Clean for quality 
cleaning. Patios, decking, block 
paving incl weed killing and re-
sanding. Contact Chris on 01472 
803304 
All makes of cars serviced and 
repaired. Specialist in 
Volkswagen, Audi, Skoda, Seat. 
Servicing, brakes, tyres, MOTs. 
Courtesy car/ door to door 
collection. Lincs VWA, Station 
Road Tetney. Will Toyne 01472 
812130 
Gray’s Heating Services – 
Plumbing, Heating, Gas & Oil 
Boiler Installations, Service & 
Repair.Bathrooms / Showers & 
Renewable Energy. 
Fully Insured and Gas Safe 
Registered. 70 Louth Road HLC 
Tel: 828086 / Chris 07583263813      
Flirty Frox 
Prom & Evening Wear 
Holton Le Clay 
www.flirtyfrox.co.uk 
Tel:  01472 824388 
 

tel:321912
http://www.churchlanecattery.co.uk/
http://www.flirtyfrox.co.uk/


 



WHAT, WHEN, WHERE 
 
UNIFORMED 
ORGANISATIONS  
 
Rainbows: Girls 5-7 Tues 6-7pm 
Community Centre  £2.00 
Brownies:Girls 7-10 Tues 5.30-7pm 
Community Centre £2.00 
Guides: Girls 10 + Tues 7pm 
Community Centre 
For Further Information or to 
register your Daughter 
please visit: www.girlguiding.co.uk 
 
NURSERY/PLAY SCHOOLS 
LITTLE MONKEYS 
(Parent & Toddler Group) 0-pre-
school. £1 per family, Thursdays 
during term time. 9.30-11.30am. 
Juice & biscuits,coffee/tea and 
craft activities included in price. 
Holton le Clay Sure Start Children's 
Centre, next to the Junior School, 
Picksley Crescent, HLC. Call Leanne 
07751 985112 for further details. 
RAINBOW CORNER   
DAY NURSERY & KIDS CLUB.  
26 Pinfold Lane.  
To register a child or for more 
information ring  
599009 (Nursery) or  826162 (Kids 
Club). Out of  hours 822199 
HOLTON LE CLAY PRE-SCHOOL 
GROUP (Under 5’s) Please contact 
us on 07963148326 for  
further information or  
to register your child 
 
VILLAGE GROUPS 
TAI CHI  Mon and Thurs 10-11;  
Wed  7.30-8.30pm  all in the New 
Village Hall.  £4  per session 
Tel Ann Lee 01472 329951 
MESSY CHURCH 
All-age family fun in St Peter’s 
Monday 6 – 7.30 £1 
Contact Carol Woodcock 599818 
 

HOLTON LE CLAY 
TWINNING. Interested 
in visiting and receiving 
a French family once a year? 
Monthy social meetings. 
Contact Jeff or Ros on 841939   
 
HOLTON LADIES’ GROUP  
Meet in Village Hall 7.30 pm 
Thurs 13th August  Meal out at 
Four Candles.  Pam James 878922 
 
KNIT AND NATTER GROUP meets 
in the Church Extension every 
Monday from 2-4pm.All welcome. 
 
 
H.C.C.A. Bookings 2015 
Please contact The office on  
827707 Mondays between 6.30-
9pm and  Wednesdays 6.45-
9.15pm 
 
HOLTON LE CLAY CRICKET CLUB. 
Tetney Lane. For all your special 
occasions. Want to know more?  
Contact the Club on 451511 after 
7.30pm. 
 
HOLTON LE CLAY WHIST PLAYERS. 
Community Centre 7.30pm 
Wednesdays. All welcome 
Adm. £1 incl.refreshments 
 
HLC CAMERA CLUB meets 1st 
Tuesday of the month 7.15pm at  
Village Hall, Pinfold Lane. Contact 
01472 882680 if interested. 
 
Mobile Butcher’s Shop 
10.00 – 3.00pm outside 
Louth Rd Shops 
Every Wednesday 
LINCOLNSHIRE MEAT  
From Fairfield Farm 
 

HOLTON LADIEP10 

HOLTON LE CLAY YOUTH CLUB 
meets at the Community Centre 
7.00 pm – 9.00 pm Fridays  Age – 
10  (Year 6) upwards Admission 
50p website www.hlcyc.org.uk/ 
 
HOLTON LE CLAY PARISH 
COUNCIL.  
Parish Clerk: Lucy Waller 
opening Hours MON, WED , 
FRI  10.00am-12 noon 
TUE THUR 12.30-2.00pm 
 
NORTH THORESBY PRACTICE. 
Tel. Numbers: 
N. Th:     01472 840202  
HLC  :    01472 828546 
Distr. Nse :01507   601160 
Hlth.Vis.    :       823229 
 
Louth Rural Policing Team 
PC Ian Clark  07939 887685 
PCSO Justin Mekkaoui 
07939 312881 
PCSO Mick Dannatt 07500 920318 
PCSO Sally Read . 07939 312767 
Alternatively you can email the 
team on: 
louthrural.npt@lincs.pnn.police.uk 
Follow us on Twitter: 
@LouthPolice 
In an emergency always call 999 – 
for non-emergency please call 101 
 
Age UK Lindsey offers a home 
support service provided by fully 
insured, caring staff. For further 
information please phone 01507 
524798. 
 
‘SLIM AND SHAPE UP’ 
Weight Management 
and Fitness Options 4U 
Local good fun classes 
Tel  Mary 825193 

 

AUGUST NEWS 

SUMMER FAYRE 
This year the Summer Fayre was held in the new Village Hall for the first 
time, as an experiment to see how the usual range of stalls, games and 
refreshments would work in the different space available.  Luckily the 
weather cleared up and the afternoon was bright and warm, and lots of 
people came.  A meeting has been held to discuss any hiccups with this 
new setting and to see how we can improve on this for next year.  Grateful 
thanks are due to all who worked very hard to provide an afternoon of fun. 
Also, thank you from Kathleen Dennis to all who provided cakes for the 
cake stall, this is much appreciated. 

HOLTON LE CLAY TWINNING – LEEDS CHRISTMAS SHOPPING TRIP 
Once again we are running a Christmas Shopping Coach trip to Leeds, and 
it will be on Saturday 28 November 2015, and the trip will be open to all.  
Pickups will be around the village and then straight to/from Leeds city 
centre. Arrival time in Leeds will be around 10am and departure around 
4pm. Exact times to be confirmed. Cost will be £ 12 per person, and a £5 
per person non-refundable deposit will be asked for once a booking is 
made. If you are interested, please ring 590843 for further details or to 
arrange a booking .  

AFTERNOON TEA After the recent break, Afternoon Tea at 
the village hall returns on Tuesday 4th August, 2 pm until 
4 pm, with a nice selection of cakes, scones, tea, coffee.  All 
villagers and friends welcome.  

LADIES’ GROUP Please see What When Where for details of meetings. 
Please ring Pam James  878922 if you will be going to the meal out at Four 
Candles on the 13th August, so that Pam can confirm the number 
attending. 
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http://www.hlcyc.org.uk/


Thursford Christmas Spectacular 2015 
This year we are planning two trips to Thursford 

Trip One:-  Day Trip on Wednesday 25th November 2015  
Leaving Holton le Clay Village Hall at 08:15 

Price £62 
Trip Two:- 2 Day Trip on Thursday 26th November 2015  

Leaving Holton le Clay Village Hall at 08:15 
With overnight stay at  

Links Country Park Hotel, West Runton, Cromer 
Including 3-course dinner and full English Breakfast 

Then visiting Norwich on Friday 
Price £160 

For further details contact Eddie Coulbeck 07711 511 559 
 

CHURCH VISIT 
We were recently asked to host a visit of the Louth ‘Ants and Nats’ , or  
Louth Naturalists', Antiquarian and Literary Society, as one of three Church 
towers they were visiting that day with Saxon towers.  We provided cake 
and a cup of tea and were able to listen to Professor David Stocker talk 
about the history of Holton-le-Clay and our West tower in particular.  We 
are grateful to this group for the most interesting lecture, and also the 
generous donation they gave us. 

FOR SALE:-  PROLINE 25" television, old style, but very good 
working order, with table and remote control;  yourrs for a nominal 
donation.  Also for sale an almost new DVD player, (SCHNEIDER), 
£120 Ono.  Also for sale a DION digital set - top box - offers 
please. For more information phone Margaret on 590896. 
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EAST LINDSEY DISTRICT COUNCIL – MONTHLY FACILITIES DAY 

A District Council Customer Services representative visits Holton-le-Clay 
on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.  The dates of the forthcoming 
ELDC Facilities Day are 8th July & 12th August.                               

   9.00 am-1.00 pm and 2.00 pm-4.00 pm.  

DOG FOULING – OFFENCES FIXED PENALTY NOTICE £75.00                     

ELDC will do all it can to catch those people who don’t clear up after their pets, 
but need your help in this by reporting offenders.      

 
REPORTING DOG FOULING – Anyone who witnesses dog fouling is requested 
to  report it to the ELDC on 01507 601111 and ask for Dog Warden or text DOG 
to 07781481328.   
 
LOUTH HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING CENTRE, FAIRFIELD INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE OPENING TIMES                                                                                  
Open- Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
Hours– 9am – 4pm 
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day   
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Need some Friendly Financial Advice? 
For ALL Aspects of your Finances 

Including INVESTMENTS, PENSIONS & PROTECTION 
Both BUSINESS & PERSONAL 

LARRY BIGNELL 
CHARTERED FINANCIAL PLANNER 

Hanson Wealth Management 
 

Please call for a confidential review of your situation 
Office 01472 329479  Mobile 07768 960 586 

www.hansonwealth.co.uk/lbignell 

http://www.hansonwealth.co/


COUNCIL NEWS - PARISH COUNCIL 

WEBSITE:  http://parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/HoltonleClay 
TEL: 01472 234566 EMAIL HLC.PC@BTCONNECT.COM 
 
PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES – There are vacancies on the council for Parish 
Councillors, these are voluntary roles.  For further information please contact 
the Clerk to the Council on 01472 34566 or visit the Council Offices at the 
Village Hall on Pinfold Lane.     
AMENITY GRASS CUTTING DATES  
W/C 8th and 20th July 2015(weather permitting)  
GRASS VERGES - Car owners/drivers are requested not to park on the grass 
verges but to use their driveways whenever possible or on the road.   
 PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE OPENING HOURS                               
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10.00 am to 12.00 pm.                                   
Tuesday and Thursday 12.30 pm to 2.00 pm. 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN-VILLAGE SURVEY RESULTS 
You can now view the results of the Village Survey’s, on the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan page on the Holton-le-Clay Parish  
Council Website.  
PARISH GARDENS- There are gardens available to rent, contact the 
parish council for details. 
 
DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS – 7.00 PM 
Full Council Meeting Monday 20th July and Tuesday 22nd September 
August meeting to be arranged if necessary. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES As at 31st May 2015.   
General Account £67230 (including £34723 earmarked reserve & £12000 
compulsory reserves)  
Burial Account £7634 (For Cemetery upkeep) 
 

EAST LINDSEY DISTRICT COUNCIL  
PLANNING APPLICATION N/085/00883/15 LAND EAST OF LOUTH 
ROAD HOLTON-LE-CLAY, GRIMSBY –APPLICATION CONSISTING OF 
OUTLINE ERECTION OF UP TO 300 DWELLINGS- HAS BEEN SUBMITTED 
TO EAST LINDSEY DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
 
Holton-le-Clay Parish Council are in possession of copies of the application 
documents, which can be viewed at the Parish Council Offices during normal 
opening hours. 
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HERE AND THERE 
Mobile Library Service  

Stop Arrive  Depart  Day 
Peppercorn Walk  10.45  11.45  Wed 

Pinfold Lane* 12.30  13.30  Wed 
Wold View  1.45  2.45  Wed 
Louth Road  3.00  3.30  Wed 

The Mobile Library no longer visits on Saturdays 
Hon Ladies Grp   
Date Sidespersons Reader 

August 2 Carol Woodcock/Evelyn Wilson Natalie Brooks 
9 Pauline Hall/Kathleen Dennis Celia Haddon 

16 Ann Woadden/Sue Merriman George Wilson 
23 Bill Tubbs/Joyce Pattison Kathleen Dennis 
30 Linda Walker/Carol Woodcock Sue Angell 

                   
Altar Flowers  

August 2 P James 
9 S Borman/J Kinge 

16 J Pattison/P Mellor 
23 P Thompson 
30 M Cobley/C Bacon 

Thank you for  donations for flowers  from J. Cooper and Margaret Wilkinson. 

Holton Le Clay Parochial Church Council 
 

Preliminary Income & Expenditure Summary 
June 2015 
 

 Income Expenditure 
Year to date on last report £14,341.37 -£11,990.53 

Adjustments   
Income/expenditure to May 2015 £14,341.37 -£11,990.53 

   
Income & expenditure June 2015 £3,041.69 -£4,193.76 

Year to date at 30/06/15 £17,383.06 -£16,184.29 
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http://parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/HoltonleClay
tel:01472
mailto:HLC.PC@BTCONNECT.COM


 
LOUTH PLAYGOERS RIVERHEAD THEATRE 
Victoria Road, Louth 
 
 

  
AUGUST 
 
8th              Got Talent ?  Louth & District talent on display. For  
                   further details contact Box Office 
 
20th – 22nd  Disco Inferno – produced by members of the Summer 
                   Workshop Team 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
14-19th      ‘Darling have you seen my structural surveys ‘ written & 
                    directed by John Hewer.  A Playgoers production. 
 
Box Office 01507 600350 
www.louthplaygoers.co.uk   Now booking on line   
                                                                                                                           

 
  

A  STRANGER  IS  A  FRIEND  YOU  HAVEN’T  MET  
YET 

 
This is part of a poem by Walter Alexander Raleigh (1861 – 1922)  entitled 
‘Wishes of an elderly man wished at a garden party, June 1914: 

I wish I loved the human race; 
 I wish I loved its silly face; 

I wish I liked the way it walks; 
I wish I loved the way it talks; 

And when I’m introduced to one, 
6   I wish I thought ‘What jolly fun!’ 

Have you ever felt like the author, whether at a family party, travelling on a 
crowded bus or train in the rush hour, or in the waiting room of the doctor’s 
surgery, surrounded by miserable patients sharing their germs.  We rarely 
admit, even to ourselves, that our attitude towards our fellow human beings 
is anything other than positive.  If we’re honest, however, the truth is that 
though we like some people enormously, and dislike a few with equal force, 
our attitude towards most people wavers between indifference and mistrust.  
How can we know for certain that the person we can hear coming up behind 
us in the street isn’t planning to steal our mobile phone?  And when the 
phone rings everyone knows that the unknown person on the other end of 
the line, from the moment she opens her mouth is going to try to sell us 
something, probably double - glazing or insurance.  In the New Testament 
St.Luke tells the story of Jesus healing a man possessed by demons.  At the 
time of Jesus, people generally believed that most forms of illness were 
caused by wicked demons as a punishment for some kind of sin.  This 
particular man sounds as if he was a pretty terrifying example of humanity.  
He was often seen running around stark naked and was constantly making 
strange noises day and night.  Now one might expect that the locals would 
be only too glad to see him cured, and grateful to Jesus for making this 
possible.  But they weren’t – far from it!  They were afraid, and the whole 
crowd begged Jesus to leave them.  But what were they scared of?  Well, 
Judging from Luke’s account, the miracle had been unusually dramatic and 
spectacular, which might partly account for the people’s fear.   The real 
reason behind their panic might have been fear of having to form a new 
relationship with the former demoniac.  Before Jesus turned up, they had 
ignored, disliked or perhaps made fun of him as a subhuman creature.  Now 
he was standing in the midst of them clothed and in his right mind – every 
bit as human as they were! How often do we reject people who are new to 
our school!?  How often have we been guilty of ignoring or making fun of 
people we don’t really know?  When we leave school or go on work 
experience we have to get on with unknown people whether we like it or 
not.  Perhaps we should start to develop a more mature attitude today by 
taking notice of all those around us and remembering the saying, ‘A 
stranger is friend you haven’t met yet.’  Perhaps then our immediate 
reaction on being introduced to someone new would genuinely be, ‘What 
jolly fun!.’ 
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